
SAFETY ALERT       

 

Safest GA Airport in NZ” Date: Oct 2023              Ref. OOR 115 

FOD 
A Near Miss incident occurred on an apron area. An H-145 Aircraft was 

preparing for landing on the apron area when a large piece of corrugated sheet 

iron became airborne in the downwash and came into close proximity to the 

tail boom end of the aircraft which was still in the air. 

Once the aircraft landed it was discovered the loose object came from the 

neighbouring property. 

There were more unsecured sheets and objects lying around in the same area. 

Following on from this incident it is important that all Airport Users and 

tenancies take on board the real danger of FOD in our environment. Over the 

past year we have shared learning and advice to our community on the 

dangers of FOD and or insecure materials stored in operational areas. 

Airside operational areas are not the ideal location for any storage. What may 

have become the normal is not best practice and even materials believed to be 

secure can become insecure. Our best practice is NOT to store materials 

airside.  

We would ask all tenancies to complete a FOD inspection of your properties 

and remove any stored material.  

Let’s learn from this and other related incidents and become a FOD AWARE 

Airport.  


