
 FLYING SCHOOL SOLD TO 
FORMER STUDENT 

 A former Ardmore Flying School student and flying instructor, Nick 

Moore, and his wife Chelsea, have bought the school at Ardmore Airport.   

 The Moores assumed ownership of the flying school, one of New Zealand’s largest, 

from Liz Needham at the end of May.  Liz, who owned the enterprise for 42 years, said the 

time had come for new investment in the future.   

 Nick said the opportunity to buy it was one he and Chelsea could not pass up.  He 

said: “We believe the sudden impact of Covid-19 on the airline industry and their providers 

will be of a short-term nature and a return to normal will occur.  

  “This has offered Ardmore Flying School a unique advantage to reflect upon and re-

fine our strategic, tactical and operational values to meet the demands and ensure delivery 

of first-class aviation training.” 
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An image of the new owners of the Ardmore Flying School, Chelsea and Nick Moore, on the right, with [from the left] Ian Calvert, the 
school’s CEO, and Paul Dodd, Finance Director for the school’s board.  
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 Welcome Back. That’s the sentiment echoed around Ardmore 
Airport when Covid-19 Alert Level 2 was finally announced and mem-
bers of the airport community could return.  
 For all of those involved with aviation, either directly or indirectly, the impact 
of recent events cannot be overlooked and recovery will take time.  
 The effect of the pandemic lockdown on people’s well being may also take 
time to recover, so it’s up to everyone to remain supportive and understand there 
are those who may be finding it difficult to cope after so much change.  
 While many airports effectively closed in NZ during lockdown the Ardmore 
Airports’ management team and directors decided to continue services and keep our 

facilities, communications, Unicom and management in place throughout.  
 The purchase of Ardmore Flying School by Nick and Chelsea Moore is a positive indication of re-
newed interest in airport-related investment.  We’ve also had confirmation of at least four new hangars 
to be constructed on the airport and additional enquiries about remaining sites.  
  Film crews too have been looking for new location sets within the airport.  
 Our upcoming airport maintenance projects will include improvements to the grass runway, re-
duction in the height of poplars on the south eastern boundary, APAPI light calibrations, VSS and OLS  
surveys getting underway.  

 

Dave Marcellus  
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    — By John Andrews 

  

  “This has offered Ardmore Flying School a unique advantage to reflect up-
on and refine our strategic, tactical and operational values to meet the demands and en-
sure delivery of first-class aviation training.” 
 The school, where pilots have trained for nearly 60 years, has played a big part in 
Nick’s life since 1993 when he took up flying lessons.  And he believes the IT skills he’s  
developed in the intervening years (he owns a contracting business, Moore IT Ltd ) will 
come in very handy for the school.  
 Nick, who has a half share in a Cessna 425 turboprop aircraft, said there was a possi-
bility the school would start training pilots in similar aircraft. 
              Ian Calvert, the school’s chief executive officer, said the Moores’ purchase of the 
enterprise clearly showed the school’s managers believe the future for aviation was  
positive, in spite of the pandemic’s impact. 
             “Nick and Chelsea’s passion for the school and their investment in it will allow for 
future security and growth,” he said. “It will enable Ardmore Flying School to be ready to 
meet any demand coming from the rebirth of aviation in the coming months and years.” 
              Ian believes Nick’s IT nous will prove especially useful for the school as training, 
management and delivery requirements advance. 
              The flying school, which has a fleet of 14 single engine and two twin engine air-
craft, has ordered from Austria a DA42 simulator as a training aid for its two twin-engine 
aircraft. The $500,000 simulator, which will replace the school’s 20-year-old version, 
should be installed in the next four to six months, according to Ian. 
              Meanwhile Liz Needham will continue her association with Ardmore Airport, flying 
P40 Kittyhawk and Spitfire aircraft, working as an A category instructor and possibly doing 
some flight testing. 
 

    Ardmore Flying School 
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Trench and drain maintenance work completed recently 

 AIRPORT STAYED OPEN  
FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES 

 Ardmore Airport staff ensured the airport continued to function in the face of        
restrictions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown. 
 The airport control tower and Ardmore Unicom Services remained operational to 
oversee medical evacuation, Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust and essential aircraft 
maintenance throughout. 
 The chance to wander around an “eerily quiet” airport was taken up by a few unau-
thorized visitors, prompting airport operations staff to provide direction on a couple of 
occasions. 
 Wildlife too seemed to take advantage of the quieter times.  Airport facilities manag-
er, Mike Gibson, said rat bait stations were set up at strategic sites around the airport to 
help eliminate the vermin.  He also took action to control and remove ducks and hares   
trying to make the airport their home. 
 Mike said some water leaks, one of them quite large, caused problems during lock-
down. They were repaired by Water Projects Ltd staff.  The same company also recently 
cleared silt from drains and replaced rocks in a 150m trench designed to cater for treated 
effluent off Corsair Lane. 
 Dave Marcellus, the airport’s chief executive, said the company was determined to 
ensure that, as alert levels rose in response to the pandemic, all airport services would   
remain effective and facilities would stay open.  It meant when problems such as water 
leaks occurred, airport staff were able to make sure that, with help from essential contrac-
tors, they were managed and repaired quickly. 
 Anticipating problems the lockdown would bring, the airport’s management decided 
staff members who could, were allowed to stay home to carry out their duties.  Dave said: 
“Our IT providers were engaged to enable all file, email and phone access from off site.  “As 
well as this, the Unicom team was put in place to ensure our services were maintained for 
all aircraft throughout the lockdown.” 
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PANDEMIC MAROONS ROUND THE 
WORLD PLANE  AT ARDMORE AIRPORT 

 With his single-engine aircraft languishing in an Ardmore Airport hangar, 
Ross Edmondson’s dream of circumnavigating the globe is stalled.   
 Ross, a 36-year-old British gas engineer, had flown more than halfway round the 
world (from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to Auckland) when New Zealand went into lockdown 
over the Covid-19 pandemic late in March.  Closed borders meant Ross could not continue 
his charity fund-raising adven-
ture on to Hawaii and the 
United States mainland in his 
Cessna 182 aircraft, nick-
named “Planey McPlaneFace”. 
 He had a choice: Re-
main stranded here with his 
plane or join his fiancé Elsa 
back in Pittsburgh. He opted 
for the latter. 
 The son of Auckland-
born Anne Edmondson, nee 
Butler, Ross plans to return to 
Auckland in the next few 
weeks, fly to other spots 
around New  Zealand then re-
sume the mission he began in 
May last year. Ross and Elsa at Huka Falls, Taupo 

   

  

 

Continued on next page… 

Ross Edmondson and his fiancé Elsa at Ardmore Airport 



The green markers show the route Ross has flown. The blue markers indicate where he plans to land on his way back to Pitts-
burgh  

    — By John Andrews 

 He regards the scariest time in his long journey so far was an instrument approach 
he made to an airport in Greenland. “It was scary. It was like Queenstown on steroids     
because of its mountains and remoteness,” he said. 
 He’s unlikely to forget his arrival in Laos where local officials insisted he pay $US300 
before they’d let him enter the country, even though he had all required documents. They 
were then unable to give him a receipt. 
 And his landing in heavy rain and howling wind on Lord Howe Island was unforgetta-
ble. The airport was deserted. There was no cellphone service. Ross had to text his aunt in 
Sydney by satellite for her to ask an island resident to guide him to civilisation.  
 Ross said he and several friends (as well as his father Ronald, who have acted as co-
pilots at various stages of the circumnavigation) are funding the trip themselves.  He’s 
raised $5000 to date for “African Promise”, a small charity one of his school day friends 
had started to improve the quality of education in Kenya. 
 Ross removed the rear seats from his 1981-model Cessna to accommodate a 600-
litre ferry fuel tank, meaning his 260hp plane can fly non-stop for 22 hours. 
 He’s been feeling frustrated but philosophical at having to put things on hold. Ross 
said a photographer friend, Juvy Santos, would act as his co-pilot in the next leg of his trip 
through to Hawaii.   
 Ross said he appreciated Oceania Aviation for servicing his aircraft in his absence 
and NZ Warbirds at Ardmore for allowing him to leave his plane in one of their hangars.  
  A rundown of Ross’s circumnavigation, including photographs, can be viewed online 
at www.katamarino.co.uk 
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Disclaimer Notification 
Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or services by trade name, trademark or company or otherwise does not necessarily 
constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by AAL (Ardmore Airport Limited). The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be 
used for advertising or product-endorsement purposes.  AAL assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this publication or other documents or files 
that are referenced by or linked to this publication. 

 
Events  

 
 
 

 
If you have an event you wish to have listed here please contact Melanie Nelson on 09) 298 9544 or 

melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz  
 
 

Ardmore Airport Limited  

proudly supports 

Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust,  

Kidney Kids and Burns Support Group, 

Papakura  Marae/Auckland City Mission 
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Ardmore Airport Ltd - Team 
 
 

 
 

  
 
    Dave Marcellus - Chief Executive - dave@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Mike Gibson - Airport Facilities Manager—mikegibson@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Roslin Quigley - Finance & Administration Manager - roslin@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Allan Bostock - General Manager Unicom - allan@arunicom.co.nz 
 Naydene Wiseman-Kerr - Ardmore Airport Operations Supervisor -  
 naydene@arunicom.co.nz 
 Melanie Nelson - Reception/PA/Events - melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
               John Andrews - Journalist/Editor - johnandrews@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

 

     


