
VITAL RESCUE SERVICE SETS 
 UP ARDMORE AIRPORT BASE 

Providing the new home for the Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust from next 
month means Ardmore Airport will assume a vital role for the Auckland and          
Coromandel region’s rescue services. 

In a major shift away from its traditional headquarters at Mechanics Bay, the ARHT chose Ardmore 
Airport as the site for its new, 24-hour base to house two new, twin-engine helicopters and cope with the 
needs of more operational crew, medics and pilots alike. 

Trust chief executive Mark Newman said the trust had had to find an alternative base to their ageing 
Auckland waterfront quarters and the choice of Ardmore Airport was a “no brainer”. 
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One of the trust’s new AW169 helicopters in action.  Inset:  Mark Newman, Ross Aitken - Intensive Care Paramedic and 

Mark Cannell. Continued on next page… 

  



  

Renovated buildings in Harvard Lane will cater for the trust’s upgraded service, with sleeping quar-
ters and mess facilities for six people fulltime, as well as operations, missions and crew training rooms, 
maintenance facilities and a flight simulator.  

Using its two Leonardo AW169 helicopters imported from Italy --- each one costing $15 million --- 
and by increasing crew numbers by 25 per cent, the ARHT will virtually double to 24 hours a day the occa-
sions where a doctor can accompany a pilot, crewman and an intensive care paramedic on rescue missions. 

The ARHT, which covers an area from Te Hana in the north to Waihi and Port Waikato in the 
south, will retire its two BK117 helicopters in the coming months. The new helicopters have considerably 
greater range and higher speed capacity than those they’re replacing. 

Chief crewman Mark Cannell said, “We’ll be able to deliver a lot more consistent level of pre-
hospital care. We are bringing this capability to a very high level.” 

Lincoln Davies, ARHT’s communications manager, said the trust had flown about 1000 missions 
each year for the past five years with each mission costing between $4500 and $5000. The installation of a 
new flight and winch simulator would soon reduce some of the operational costs. 

Mark Newman said: “We feel we have backed a good one. Ardmore Airport Ltd has welcomed us 
with open arms and they’re looking forward to us being here as much as we are.” 

AAL chief executive, Dave Marcellus, hopes that, being based in an ideally central part of the 
Auckland region, the ARHT will expand its operations to include fixed wing services.  

“As a tenant, they represent one of our biggest enterprises,” said Dave. “We are the best general 
aviation facility in the Auckland region. We’re able to provide ARHT them with a prime site for them to 
base their services so essential to the region. 

“We also look forward to the ARHT becoming an active and important member of the AFOG 
[Ardmore Flight Operations Group] and work collectively on how we establish procedures for  urgent    
rescue departures and landings with other aircraft in the circuit. 

“Ardmore Airport has more than 
15,000 helicopter movements per year. 
The ARHT will add significantly to that, 
but well within the capacity of our      
aerodrome and air space,” he said. 
     
   By John Andrews 

  

Training sessions for rescue team members. 

Outside the trust’s new Ardmore Airport hangars 
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    As temperatures begin to drop, we could well ask where summer has gone. But 
the cooler, clearer air has brought some excellent flying conditions, prompting airport 
users to make the most of the opportunities presenting themselves.           
          Ardmore Airport statistics show flights movements during the past year have increased for the 4th 

consecutive year. That’s a great result despite the unusually higher number of rain 
days we had in 2018. 
          Determined efforts by members of the Ardmore Airport Ltd team last year to 
prepare and formally apply to the Civil Aviation Authority for the Part 139 Certifi-
cation proved successful. Our certification came through this month and represents 
a major change for our administration of the airport. Work now starts on imple-
menting and operating the new system. 
          CAA has also accepted Ardmore Airport’s safety management system, the 
result being there’ll be a lot of work for AAL staff as they implement the new     
systems and comply with auditing procedures. 
          Because we’ve already introduced changes such as barriers, gates and signs, 
airport users and tenants probably won’t notice much difference in how the airport’s 
new systems are operating. Pending changes are mainly administrative in nature, 
involving inspections and auditing practices to meet CAA’s requirements. As part 
of this, AAL will oversee the establishment of an airport risk committee consisting 
of the company and selected airport users and tenants. 
          Finally, we acknowledge the passing of Peter Callagher, a member of 

Ardmore’s UNICOM team, and Zakir Parkar, who lost their lives when their Diamond DA42 aircraft 
crashed in the Kaimanawa Ranges last month. Our hearts go out to the Peter and Zakir’s families at this   
difficult time. The two young Ardmore Flying School pilots are sadly missed. 
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IMPROVED WASTE WATER 
SYSTEMS FOR ARDMORE  
An underground waste water pumping station being built on Ardmore Airport land in 
Airfield Road is part of a $35 million Watercare project to upgrade water system     
between Clevedon and Takanini. 

Ardmore Airport chief executive Dave Marcellus said that having the airport’s waste water services 
connected to the network meant more airport land would be become available for development. 

The wastewater network would be a vacuum-based system, similar to the one installed at Kawaka-
wa Bay, with wastewater being transported via Papakura, for treatment at the Māngere Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant.  

According to Watercare project manager, Veluppillai Thavarajah, there’s been considerable local 
interest in the work due for completion in April next year. He regards the project as a significant milestone 
for residents in the area who’ve had to manage their own water systems.  

                                                    ******************************** 

          An Ardmore Airport Ltd contracting company has been busy in recent weeks ensuring pavements, 
taxiways, runway and roads underwent annual sealing maintenance and repair work. 

          Dave Marcellus, AAL’s chief executive, said Super Sealing Ltd had completed about 6000 lineal 
metres of crack sealing on the runway and 2000 lineal metres on aprons and taxiways. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

FABLED MOSQUITO PREPARING 
FOR TEXAS RELAUNCH  

 Four Avspecs’ team members have begun reassembling the de Havilland       
Mosquito they’d previously restored at Ardmore Airport. 

          Originally designated PZ474, the British-built WWII fighter-bomber took 75,000 man hours to    
restore.  Its prowess in the air was demonstrated in a series of test flights over Ardmore late last year before 
it was shipped to its owner, Rod Lewis, of San Antonio. 

 Warren Denholm, owner of Avspecs Ltd intends to be in Texas for the Mosquito’s test flight next 
month.   

Mosquito being reassembled in Texas 

  

   



   

RESTORED WWII FIGHTER 
HEADING BACK TO THE USA 

A P-39 American fighter aircraft is finally on its way back home after being 
painstakingly restored for three years by Pioneer Aero’s team at Ardmore Airport. 
            One of only three such aircraft in the world still flying, the American-built WWII fighter was grant-
ed a non-terminating certificate of airworthiness by the Civil Aviation Authority following a series of test 
flights out of Ardmore. 

Originally built for the US 
Army Corps in Buffalo, New York, 
in 1942, it was in a flight of P-39s 
forced to crash land in Australia’s 
York Peninsula on their way to Pa-
pua New Guinea in bad weather in 
1943. 

Renowned American aviation 
collector Jerry Yagen bought the re-
covered  P-39 in about 2002 and 
commissioned Pioneer Aero to re-
store it to its former glory. 

“A lot of the parts are hard to 
come by and a lot we had to re-
engineer, ” said Paul, Pioneer Aero’s 
co-owner . “We had a team of four or 
five people working on it.  

 

The P-39 in test flight mode in New Zealand (image by Gavin Conroy) 

  

Paul and Jerry caught up earlier in the United States 
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“It would have been virtually brand new when it came down. They (the Americans) built 9000 of 
them in the war and over half went to Russia. The Russians loved them.” 

Frank Parker and Dave Brown took the P-39 for about four hours’ each of test flights up to 50 nau-

tical miles from Ardmore. Paul said: “They likened it to a little sports car, very quick and very nimble.”   
Kept abreast of restoration progress by photographs and video clips, Jerry Yagen was said to be 

delighted with the expected arrival in May of the latest addition to his Virginia stable.  

The Pioneer Aero team (Image by Gavin Conroy) 

  

Frank Parker, test pilot (image by Stephen Fox) 

  

   



WARBIRDS CHAMPION SETS EXAMPLE  
  Benefactor urges others to follow suit  
 

Reg Field, the New Zealand Warbirds Association’s main benefactor, hopes   
others will follow his lead in making bequests. 

 Reg, who has purchased five iconic 
aircraft for the NZ Warbirds Association, told 
the Ardmore Flyer he’s stipulated in his will 
that these aircraft will remain the property of 
the NZ Aviation Heritage Trust (NZAHT), a 
trust set up by NZ Warbirds to protect their 
ownership. They cannot be on sold.  
 In addition to purchasing the heritage 
and replica aircraft, such as the WWI BE2e 
biplane featured in recent NZ Warbirds open 
days, Reg has provided funds to help part-
purchase three hangars to house association 
members aircraft. 
 Reg came across the NZ Warbirds As-
sociation about four years ago when former 
Ardmore UNICOM operator, Janine Vardon, 
was introducing him to skydiving.  He discov-
ered the association had WWII planes on dis-
play for local visitors and tourists, but to get 
close to WWI versions, they had to go to 

Blenheim.  
“I looked around and liked what the NZ Warbirds were doing; preserving and flying military and 

classic aeroplanes,” said Reg.  
A retired businessman with an interest in aviation since boyhood, Reg decided the association 

would benefit from his help.  He began by first buying a Ryan PT22 Recruit, an early 1940’s American 
military version of a sport trainer. It was followed by his purchase of the BE2e biplane, an Issac’s Fury, a 
Fokker DR1 tri-plane and a Yakovlev (Yak) 
52. He said all would go to the NZAHT in 
his will, and there they would remain.  
         Made a life member of the association 
12 months ago, Reg said: “My philosophy is 
to help them become financially independ-
ent over time.  “They’re making great 
strides in marketing their activities and are 
actively involved in obtaining further spon-
sorship. I hope others will follow my lead. 
There’s an opportunity for members, friends 
and supporters to assist NZ Warbirds with 
bequests in their wills.”  
 Trish Reynolds, New Zealand 
Warbirds general manager said: “The asso-
ciation is thrilled and very privileged to 
have had such generous contributions made 
by Reg. Because these incredible heritage 
and replica aircraft, along with somewhere 
to display them, have been gifted, we are 
able to boast a tremendous ‘living’ aviation 
tourism destination, available for both New 
Zealanders and overseas tourists alike to get 
up close and personal with them. 
             By John Andrews 
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Reg Field with one of the aircraft he bought for the NZ Warbirds 

Reg Field and Trish Reynolds, general manager of NZ Warbirds. 
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Aon Aviation 

A Serious Alternative 
 

 

Are you getting the best insurance 
for your aviation risk? 

At Aon we have a dedicated aviation 
team that specialise in your industry. 

 

 

Contact Aon’s aviation team 

09 362 9000 
nz.aviation@aon.com 

 

Advertisement 

    
 
 

   



Disclaimer Notification 
Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or services by trade name, trademark or company or otherwise does not necessarily 
constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by AAL (Ardmore Airport Limited). The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be 
used for advertising or product-endorsement purposes.  AAL assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this publication or other documents or files 
that are referenced by or linked to this publication. 

Events  
 

 
NZ Warbirds Open Day - Sunday 2 June 2019 - from 10.00am to 4.00pm 

 
If you have an event you wish to have listed here please contact Melanie Nelson on 09) 298 9544 or 

melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz  
 
 

Ardmore Airport Limited  

proudly supports 

Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust,  

Kidney Kids and Burns Support Group, 

Papakura  Marae/Auckland City Mission 
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Ardmore Airport Ltd - Team 
 
 

 
 

  
 
    Dave Marcellus - Chief Executive - dave@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Mike Gibson - Airport Facilities Manager—mikegibson@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Roslin Quigley - Finance & Administration Manager - roslin@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Allan Bostock - General Manager Unicom - allan@arunicom.co.nz 
 Naydene Wiseman-Kerr - Ardmore Airport Operations Supervisor -  
 naydene@arunicom.co.nz 
 Melanie Nelson - Reception/PA/Events - melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
               John Andrews - Journalist/Editor - johnandrews@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

 

   


