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JOINT ARDMORE DISPLAY AT
PAPAKURA MUSEUM
Ardmore Airport Ltd has joined NZ Warbirds at Ardmore in a Papakura Museum
exhibition of their respective histories.
The exhibition featuring images and
memorabilia from bygone eras will remain
open to the public for another month or two.
Museum curator Ione Cussen, niece of
Warbirds’ Liz Needham, said the exhibition was
her aunt’s idea and resulted from a chat she
had with Warbirds’ president Frank Parker after
he’d seen an article about an unrelated museum exhibition.
Ione said: “Frank saw it and said why
not do something similar [for Warbirds]. It’s
taken three or four months to organise.
“It’s great to have our local heritage and From left: Dave Marcellus Ardmore Airport CEO, Brent Catchpole Papakura
put it together. There’s lots of history. We
Local Board, Liz Needham NZ Warbirds, Ione Cussen Papakura Museum
Curator and Frank Parker NZ Warbirds President.
don’t always hear of the role Ardmore had to
play before World War Two.
“A major part of the exhibition is the personal side of the war and those people who did not come
home.”
Warbirds general manager Trish Reynolds said any visitor to the museum display would go into a
draw to win a Tiger Moth flight from Ardmore Airport.

Frank Parker and Brent Catchpole

Trish Reynolds NZ Warbirds Manager and Dave Marcellus

Page 2

GREETINGS FROM THE CEO
The airport has again been busy in recent months
with a number of new projects and monthly flight movements getting close to those recorded early 2020.
Overall for the last year airport flights are just 77% of the
previous years, but the monthly improvements are evident.
The taxiway extension is complete and the new hangars are
progressing in the area of Starlet Lane and Taxiway Victor.
In total there are ten new hangars to complete on the
airport.
Positive sentiments are also being expressed by many
airport businesses and is welcome news.
International passenger aviation and tourism is widely reported to be many years
away from reaching historical levels however that still represents a very good market to
come.
Historically one of the main drivers for the airport community is the international
students and we are yet to hear when that avenue may be opened again.
On compliance the airport was also recently audited by CAA and as a result we were
successful in our re-certification of Part 139.
Lastly we look forward to the upcoming Warbirds at Ardmore Open Day and urge
everyone to attend this great event and fund raising opportunity. Let’s hope for good
weather.
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Important message to helicopter pilots refuelling at Ardmore Airport
Helicopter pilots please avoid hovering close to aircraft parked during refuelling at fuel
pumps, rotor wash may damage aircraft control surfaces.
If necessary land short until the aircraft has moved off the pumps and has taxied clear.
Thank you.

Reminder— Dogs are not permitted on airport property
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TAXIWAY VICTOR EXTENSION
A further concrete extension of taxiway Victor has been completed to cater for
new hangars in the Starlet Lane area.

Taxiway Victor extension—concrete works completed by BSR Concrete Ltd
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ARDMORE TEACHERS’ COLLEGE REUNION

Former student Hare Paniora entertains reunion delegates

Former students of Ardmore
Teachers College had plenty of stories to
recall when they gathered at Ardmore
Airport for their reunion.
About 50 of them, who trained as
teachers between 59 and 61 years ago, spent a
day recently reminiscing about their experiences
on the site where their college once stood.
Organiser Warwick May said the group
witnessed the blessing of a plaque near the airport entrance then spent a few hours at the
No.4 Squadron Air Training Corps hall dining and
recalling student displays and events from yesteryear.
Warwick said the former students used to live
there while training and so
built up a strong rapport
which still existed to this day.
“Support has always
been there,” he said. “It was
unique
because we lived there and
built up that spirit. We got to
know each
other so well.”
More than 20 per
cent of the students went on
to become school principals. Ian Levien [left] and Russell Smith, former college students, at the memorial plaque near the
— By John Andrews

entrance to Ardmore Airport.
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They’re off in one of the heavy weight division races

ARDMORE HOSTS BLOKART NZ CHAMPS
Blokart sailors from many parts of New Zealand competed in the 16th running of
the sport’s open championships at Ardmore Airport.
More than 50 of them, ranging from teenagers to sailors in their 70s, took part in a series of production and performance division races over four days last month.
Hosted by the Auckland Blokart Club, the championships attracted entrants from as far afield as
Canterbury and included former world, Australian and New Zealand champions.
Among them was a strong contingent of teenaged sailors from the Hawkes Bay Blokart Club,
described as the largest and fastest growing land yacht club in New Zealand.
Club secretary Geoff Green said a few hours of racing were lost as sailors waited for the wind to
build. A couple of races had to be restarted because of frustratingly calm conditions.
But wind strength for most of the regatta was favourable for powered-up sailing by competitors
using their two larger sails.
One of the youngest competitors to make it to the podium was 16-year-old Maddy Sayer,
from Napier, who took third place in the performance light weight division. Her father Barry finished
third overall in the combined production fleet.
Trevor Register, aged 77, from Manawatu, proved retirement is no barrier to Blokart competition.
The 2020 middle weights champion finished second overall this year, taking a place on the national podium for the third year in a row.
Russell Harray a founding and life member of the Auckland Blokart Club, won the performance
heavy weight division national title for the tenth time, a remarkable achievement.
Scott McIntosh,
another Manawatu contender, won the performance light weight division with a perfect score
of 24 first place positions,
making him a runaway
winner in the champion
of champions contest, the
regatta’s last event.
Father and daughter Barry and Maddy Sayer

Scott McIntosh
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Ardmore Airport Limited
proudly supports
Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust,
Kidney Kids and Burns Support Group,
Papakura Marae/Auckland City Mission

Events
Warbirds on Parade—D Day Commemoration
Sunday 6 June 2021, 9.00am—4.00pm at Ardmore Airport
If you have an event you wish to have listed here please contact Melanie Nelson on 09) 298 9544 or
melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz
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Allan Bostock - General Manager Unicom - allan@arunicom.co.nz
Naydene Wiseman-Kerr - Ardmore Airport Operations Supervisor naydene@arunicom.co.nz
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Disclaimer Notification
Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or services by trade name, trademark or company or otherwise does not necessarily
constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by AAL (Ardmore Airport Limited). The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be
used for advertising or product-endorsement purposes. AAL assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this publication or other documents or files
that are referenced by or linked to this publication.

